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Captain Steve Drew Lieutenant Harvey Powers
Commander, 2nd Precinct                                                       OIC- Sector 212

• Latinos deal only in cash because of trust issues with banks, 
and a lack of identification prevents them from getting bank 
accounts.

• When a Latino is robbed of his cash, or is a victim of any crime, 
he does not know if the police officer he calls will question his 
status in this country.

• If the Latino victim does report a crime, he is much less likely to 
come to court to testify against the suspect.

• Most Latinos come from countries where the standards of 
conduct for local law enforcement are very different.

• The language barrier between the victim and police delays 
responsiveness to the crime. 

• Dramatic differences in local law enforcement’s policies of 
working with Latinos leads to confusion.
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SOUTHWOOD COMMUNITIES TARGET AREA:
1180 Units - Majority Latino
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Between September 1, 2006 and August 30, 2007
in the City of Richmond:

There have been 1038 total Robberies, 
117 of Latinos (11.3%).

During that time, the Robbery Clearance Rate
for the city was 31%.

The Robbery Clearance Rate 
for Robberies of Latinos was 20%.

Only one of the 117 reported Robberies 
of Latinos involved a Latino suspect.

When Latino citizens are disproportionately targeted for 
robberies, and they do not trust the police to report these 

crimes, the frequent result is a dramatic increase in 
organized Latino Gangs and a subsequent violent conflict 

with existing local Gangs.
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Over 500
Meals Served!
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OTHER PROGRAMS:
Virginia Employment Commission

Girl Scouts / Boy Scouts
GED Classes

EL Civics Classes
ESL Classes

Mi Historia Theatre Program
Children of Light, Life Skills

Bon Secours Care-a-Van 
(healthcare)

Hispanic Citizen’s Police Academy
Spring 2007
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Served over
500 People!

Southwood Community Hispanic Citizens Meeting : 
90 People attended!
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Colaborando Juntos (CJ) is an innovative network of government, nonprofit, 
faith, private and community volunteers who work with and for the 
Latino/Hispanic community and its well being. CJ increases public 
awareness of critical issues by encouraging partnerships and leveraging 
resources. CJ serves the Central Virginia region. “Colaborando Juntos”…it 
means working together. 

Largest distribution
Spanish Language

Newspaper in Metro
Richmond.

Editor: Alberto Ojeda
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Article from Neuvos Horizontes ; Alberto Ojeda, Editor

Don’t waste money on bogus identification, 
it can cause you to get arrested.
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In the City of Richmond

In 2006, 3 of 20 traffic fatalities 
were Latino. (15%)

So far in 2007, 9 of 21 traffic fatalities 
were Latino. (43%)
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What can the Commonwealth do 
for Local Police?

• A DCJS policy on immigration “best 
practices” for local police departments 
state wide.

• An annual, state-wide conference on 
fostering Latino relationships with law 
enforcement.  

• Further resources to police this 
expanding minority community; for 
recruiting Latino officers, community 
development, and community directed 
Patrols.

Currently, local Law Enforcement is 
balancing between involvement in 

enforcing immigration laws and finding
ways of serving and protecting a victimized

minority population that lives in our community
and is increasing in number.


